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 Those in attendance – 
   Paul Morico 
   Marcella Watkins 
   Steve Koch 
   Anthony Matheny 
   Jennifer Adamson 
   Michael Locklar 
   Georgiana Witt 
   Randy Furlong 
   Natalie Wright 
   Al Riddle 

Linda Stokley 
      Joe Beauchamp 

   Steve Spears 
     
1. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
Georgiana Witt moved to approve the minutes. Steve Koch seconded. All were 
in favor. 
 
2. Treasurer's Report 
 
Jennifer Adamson reported that she met with Al Riddle to transition the 
financial records and that the transition should be completed by the end of 
April, 2007.  Al Riddle reported that HIPLA paid the University of Houston for 
its share of revenue from the Fall Institute. 
 
3. Committee Reports 
 
a. Fall Institute – Al Riddle 
 
Al reported that the status of the Institute is in great shape.  All of the speakers 
have been identified and all but a few have confirmed.  Al is following up with 
the alternates that were previously identified so that all of the speakers can be 
confirmed.  Al also reported that the Friday night dinner will be held at the 
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Flight Museum using the same caterer as last year.  Al will check on 
transportation from the hotel to the Flight Museum which is located near the 
hotel.  Al reported that one sponsor, Stoneturn, has already signed up and Al 
hopes to have others signed up shortly.  Al requested that the HIPLA website be 
updated to include a “save the date” for the Fall Institute for October 4-6, 2007.  
Anthony Matheny said he would have the website updated. 
 
Al then raised the issue of booking Moody Gardens for the Fall Institute in 2009 
and 2010.  After discussion regarding the positive feedback from attendees 
regarding Moody Gardens, Al Riddle moved to lock in the dates for 2009 and 
2010 at Moody Gardens.  Michael Locklar seconded and all approved.  Al said 
that he would then get approval from UH and, once approved, he will send the 
contracts to Paul Morico. 
 
b. Science Fair – Georgiana Witt  
 
Georgiana reported that both winners of the Science Fair, including their 
parents, will attend the April luncheon and requested that the prize money of 
$500.00 per winner be provided by HIPLA.  Jennifer and Al said they would 
work together to get the checks issued.  Georgiana also reported that a plaque 
for each winner would be made and presented at the luncheon.  The cost of the 
two plaques will be approximately $140.00.  Georgiana said she would pay for 
the plaques and seek reimbursement from HIPLA.  Everyone agreed to this 
procedure.   
 
Georgiana also reported that she would remain Committee Chair for the Science 
Fair. 
 
c. Inventor of the Year – Randy Furlong  
 
Randy reported that in 2006 there was only one nominee and in 2007, he had 
not received any nominees.  Because the deadline of April 30, 2007 was fast 
approaching, it was agreed that Anthony would get an e-mail reminder sent to 
the membership in an attempt to get nominees.  Randy also raised the issue of 
the nomination process.  The current nomination process is very time 
consuming.  It was recommended by Randy that the process be streamlined.  
Randy agreed to work on alternatives and bring those alternatives to the Board 
for consideration.   
 
d. Long Range Planning – Steve Koch 
 
Steve reported that he was going to put together a committee so that he can 
receive input from all parts of the membership.  Steve also reported that he will 
discuss potential tax implications of certain HIPLA activities with a tax expert 
to make sure HIPLA’s tax exempt status is not effected by anything HIPLA 
includes in the long range plan.  Paul Morico suggested that the committee 
identify approximately 4-5 ideas and then discuss and narrow the 
recommendation to the Board to the best 1-2 ideas.  
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e. Entertainment – Joe Beauchamp  
 
Joe reported that the Law School reception was well attended with 
approximately 80 students.  Joe noted that Professor Joyce from UH and Dean 
Nimmer from UH also attended.   
 
With respect to the annual HIPLA golf tournament, Joe reported that everything 
was moving forward with no problems.   
 
f. Meeting Arrangements/Program – Paul Morico on behalf of  

Shawn Foster  
 

Paul reported that Shawn is working on planning the future luncheons and that 
most of the “regular” places have informed Shawn that the cost for the 
luncheons has increased.  Paul and other members of the Board discussed the 
fact that HIPLA has sufficient funds to subsidize the luncheons and it was 
proposed that Shawn be allowed to select the sites of the luncheon and if the 
cost is greater than $50.00 per member, then the additional cost be paid for by 
HIPLA.  Marcella Watkins moved that the cost of all future luncheons be 
capped at $50.00 for members, with HIPLA paying the difference.  Jennifer 
Adamson seconded.  All approved.   
 
g. Amicus – Michael Locklar 
 
Michael reported that HIPLA was contacted by ST Microelectronics to file an 
amicus brief in the Sandisk v. ST Microelectronics case.  Soon thereafter, 
Sandisk contacted HIPLA requesting HIPLA to abstain from filing an amicus 
brief in the case.  The amicus brief committee has not yet met.  After discussion, 
it was decided that a letter should be written to both parties informing them that 
HIPLA will make its own decision as to whether it will file an amicus brief.  
Michael will prepare the letter for Paul’s signature. 
 
h. Fellowships – Steve Spears 
 
Steve reported that there is only one nominee for 2007 and the nominee is Rene 
Trevino, the same person who was awarded a fellowship for 2006.  Marcella 
Watkins moved to award the nominee and Georgiana Witt seconded.  All were 
in favor.   
 
4. Next Board Meeting  
 
 The next Board meeting will be held May 22, 2007 at 5:00 pm 
 
6. New Business 
 
a. Scholarships/Fellowships 
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Steve Spears raised the issue of the few numbers of fellowships being applied 
for by law students.  The reason for the low number of applicants is believed to 
be because the ABA does not allow a student to be paid a stipend for working 
when the student is simultaneously receiving class credit for that same work.  
Marcella and Steve Spears raised the possibility of giving scholarships to the 
area law schools.  Steve Spears stated that he would investigate whether there is 
a prohibition on paying a stipend when a law student is also receiving class 
credit.   
 
The Board also discussed the possibility of providing fellowships and 
scholarships.  Everyone agreed that if scholarships are given, HIPLA should 
give one to each of the three law schools.   
 
b. HIPLA Website and HIPLA Logo overhaul 
 
The Board discussed whether the website and HIPLA Logo should be updated.  
Natalie Wright moved to change the HIPLA Logo.  Steve Koch seconded and 
all approved.  Everyone also agreed that the website should be updated.  It was 
decided that an ad hoc committee would be formed consisting of Marcella 
Watkins, Linda Stokley, Michael Locklar, Anthony Matheny and any other 
members that are interested in participating.  This ad hoc committee would meet 
to decide exactly what HIPLA would want for its website and report back to the 
Board.  
 
With respect to the HIPLA Logo, it was decided that an e-mail would be sent to 
the membership requesting the membership to submit their ideas.  The winning 
idea would receive a free luncheon.  Steve Koch moved to proceed in this 
manner.  Jennifer Adamson seconded and all approved.   
 
7. Old Business 
 
 None 
 
8. Meeting adjourned at 6:27 pm. 


